


3 





9/3/19, 11'19 AMA Massive List of Fall 2019 Grants All Filmmakers Should Know About

Page 2 of 23https://nofilmschool.com/massive-list-fall-2019-grants?utm_sourc…2F19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_00e2faa2b4-23810a0af1-425903897

Note: An asterisk next to the grant title means there is an equivalent grant for both doc and narrative.

As always, use your best judgment when deciding to apply.

 

Documentary

Still from feature documentary 'Always in Season' directed by Jacqueline Olive was a grantee of the IDA Enterprise Documentary Fund.

Credit: Always In Season (https://www.documentary.org/project/always-season)

IDA Enterprise Documentary Fund: Development Grant
(https://www.documentary.org/enterprise-documentary-fund/development-
grant-application-guidelines)
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The International Documentary Association will award up to $15,000 from the Fund for feature-length documentaries that

are contemporary and of an urgent or critically important nature. From IDA (https://www.documentary.org/funding/ida-

enterprise-documentary-fund):

The IDA Enterprise Documentary Fund provides development funds to documentary film projects taking

on in-depth explorations of original, contemporary stories and integrating journalistic practice into the

filmmaking process. Inclusion and diversity, both in terms of the filmmaking team and subject matter, are a

priority of the fund.

Deadline: September 2

Tribeca Film Institute IF/Then Short Documentary Program: American South Pitch
2019
(https://www.tfiny.org/pages/american_south_new_orleans_film_festival_2019)

Are you a short documentary filmmaker working or living in the Northeast or the South? If you make it through this pitch

process presented by TFI, the Surdna Foundation (https://surdna.org) and New Orleans Film Society

(http://neworleansfilmsociety.org), you could score $25K to make your short. From TFI

(https://www.tfiny.org/pages/american_south_new_orleans_film_festival_2019):

We are inviting diverse filmmakers (POC, Indigenous, LGBTQ+, women, nonbinary, people with disabilities)

from the American South to apply for a new TFI IF/Then Shorts pitch opportunity at the 2019 New Orleans

Film Festival, centered on the topic of Inclusive Economies. The pitch calls for original stand-alone short

documentaries (10-20 minutes) that explore themes of economic inclusion and resilience through a

regional and place-based lens.

Deadline: September 2

Tribeca Film Institute IF/Then Short Documentary Program: Global Pitch 2019
(https://www.tfiny.org/pages/global_pitch_with_IDFA_and_RYOT_2019)

Are you a short documentary filmmaker from around the world who wants to make a 10-20 minute film about climate

change? If you make it through this pitch process presented by TFI, IDFA (https://www.idfa.nl/en/) (International

Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam), and RYOT Films (https://ryotfilms.com), you could score $25K to make your short.

From TFI (https://www.tfiny.org/pages/global_pitch_with_IDFA_and_RYOT_2019):

https://www.documentary.org/funding/ida-enterprise-documentary-fund
https://www.tfiny.org/pages/american_south_new_orleans_film_festival_2019
https://surdna.org/
http://neworleansfilmsociety.org/
https://www.tfiny.org/pages/american_south_new_orleans_film_festival_2019
https://www.tfiny.org/pages/global_pitch_with_IDFA_and_RYOT_2019
https://www.idfa.nl/en/
https://ryotfilms.com/
https://www.tfiny.org/pages/global_pitch_with_IDFA_and_RYOT_2019
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Climate change is seen and felt in every region. It has devastating impacts on our agriculture, ecosystems,

economic well being, energy supply, food security, human health, transportation, water supply, and more.

The rapid warming of Earth’s climate will have a ripple effect on societies and ecologies for generations to

come. We believe the documentary film community has a responsibility to highlight these issues and

ground this topic in the personal, emotional or philosophical realms. Through creative, nuanced, and

emotional storytelling, we have the opportunity to connect to international audiences in profound and

meaningful ways.

Deadline: September 15

The Scottish Documentary Institute Consultancies 
(http://www.scottishdocinstitute.com/apply/consultancies/)

The Scottish Documentary Institute is rapidly becoming a renowned force behind interesting documentaries coming out of

the region, so if you're based in Scotland, these Consultancies held every two months are a good way to get your foot in

the door. From SDI (http://www.scottishdocinstitute.com/apply/consultancies/):

Throughout the year we can offer professional consultancies to Scotland-based filmmakers and for

projects (shorts and features) in development, production or distribution. Our consultants include SDI core

team members as well as first rate UK based and international external advisors.

Deadline: September 6 for next consultancy session

ITVS Diversity Development Fund (https://itvs.org/funding/diversity-development-
fund)

If you have a diverse background and could use $25,000 in research and development funding for your single nonfiction

program for broadcast on public television, check out this fund from ITVS (http://itvs.org/funding/ddf):

We’re looking for exceptional stories by filmmakers from diverse backgrounds: stories that take creative

risks, inspire dialogue, and are rarely seen on public media. We are committed to supporting producers of

color and creating public media programming that is truly inclusive.

Deadline: September 13

Sundance Institute 2019 Documentary Short Film Fund
(https://apply.sundance.org/prog/2019_documentary_short_film_fund/)

http://www.scottishdocinstitute.com/apply/consultancies/
http://www.scottishdocinstitute.com/apply/consultancies/
https://itvs.org/funding/diversity-development-fund
http://itvs.org/funding/ddf
https://apply.sundance.org/prog/2019_documentary_short_film_fund/
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In a partnership with The Marshall Project, five filmmakers could score $25,000 to make short film that focuses on the

criminal justice system through journalistic, investigative, historical, animated, vérité-led stories. From Sundance

(https://apply.sundance.org/prog/2019_documentary_short_film_fund/):

Sundance Institute’s Documentary Film Fund and The Marshall Project have partnered on a series of short

film projects aimed at finding, nurturing, and elevating documentary stories about the U.S. criminal justice

system. We are looking for filmmakers or teams with an individual in a key creative position (director,

producer, director of photography, or editor) who has been impacted by the U.S. criminal justice system to

develop stories that take a fresh approach to criminal justice narratives.

Deadline: September 30

The Fledgling Fund Open Call: Climate Change
(https://www.thefledglingfund.org/documentary-fund/)

Are you working on a short or long-form project that tackles climate change, and will be ready to launch in the next 6

months? This new initiative will give 3 - 5 projects from $15-$25K to help you make an impact. From the Fledgling Fund

(https://www.thefledglingfund.org/documentary-fund/):

Strong stories can help keep this issue at the forefront of the public conversation as critical decisions are

being made by policymakers, businesses and communities about how to best protect against and mitigate

the effects of climate change. To that end, we are looking for projects that provide new perspectives on

climate change. More specifically, we are interested in stories that highlight how climate change

exacerbates economic inequality and health disparities. We seek projects that have a unique power to

inspire, educate and mobilize diverse audiences.  

Deadline: October 1

Screen Australia: Documentary Development
(http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/funding-and-
support/documentary/development/documentary-development)

If you're looking to develop an Australian documentary or co-production, you could get up to $30,000 for development

from Screen Australia (http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/funding/documentary/development.aspx):

https://apply.sundance.org/prog/2019_documentary_short_film_fund/
https://www.thefledglingfund.org/documentary-fund/
https://www.thefledglingfund.org/documentary-fund/
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/funding-and-support/documentary/development/documentary-development
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/funding/documentary/development.aspx
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Screen Australia’s Documentary Development program assists experienced documentary makers to

achieve planned outcomes for the development of their projects. This could include further research,

writing the next draft of a script or treatment, strategic shooting and/or editing to attract marketplace

development or production finance, or compiling a sizzle reel.

Deadline: October 18 (for November 29 decision)

Sundance Documentary Fund (http://www.sundance.org/programs/documentary-
film)

A core component of Sundance's Documentary Film Program, this competitive grant looks for artful films about relevant

topics, and it can get you $15,000 for development and $40,000 for Production/PostProduction when you have 10+

minutes to show. From the Sundance Institute (http://www.sundance.org/programs/documentary-film):

The Sundance Documentary Fund supports the work of nonfiction filmmakers from around the globe. In a

changing media landscape, the Fund has been a stable, progressive force in supporting work that has

expressed the world in creative, complex, beautiful and provocative ways, and has created real cultural

and social impact around some of the most pressing issues of our time.

Deadline: October 20 (for this round)

Frameline Completion Fund (https://www.frameline.org/year-round/filmmaker-
support/completion-fund)*

For films that reflect the complexity of the LGBTQ community, this grant offers up to $5,000 per film for finishing funds.

From Frameline (http://www.frameline.org/filmmaker-support/frameline-completion-fund):

This program seeks to provide a much-needed source of financial contributions to artists who often

struggle to secure funding to complete their works...For over a quarter century, Frameline has provided

more than 140 grants to help ensure that LGBTQ+ film/video projects are completed and viewed by wider

audiences. Projects finished with assistance from the Frameline Completion Fund include CALL HER

GANDA, CHAVELA, PARIAH, APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR, CALL ME KUCHU, TO BE TAKEI, LAST CALL AT

MAUD'S, THE NEW BLACK, BROTHER TO BROTHER, KUMU HINA, THE COCKETTES, VITO, FREEHELD,

WE WERE HERE, and GUN HILL ROAD.

Deadline: October 31

http://www.sundance.org/programs/documentary-film
http://www.sundance.org/programs/documentary-film
https://www.frameline.org/year-round/filmmaker-support/completion-fund
http://www.frameline.org/filmmaker-support/frameline-completion-fund
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Still from feature documentary 'Knock Down the House' by Rachel Lears which was a grantee of the IDA Enterprise Documentary Fund.

Credit: Knock Down the House (https://www.documentary.org/project/knock-down-house)

California Documentary Project: Research & Development Grant
(http://calhum.org/funding-opportunities/california-documentary-project/)

California Humanities offers grants from the California Documentary Project are intended for films that have some kind of

connection to California and strengthen the understanding of the humanities for the state, and range up to $10,000.

From CalHum (http://www.calhum.org/grants/california-documentary-project-grant):

CDP Research and Development grants are designed to strengthen the humanities content and approach

of documentary media productions in their earliest stages. Projects must actively involve at least three

humanities advisors to help frame and contextualize subject matter throughout the research and

development phase. 

Deadline: November 1

California Documentary Project: Production Grant (http://calhum.org/funding-
opportunities/california-documentary-project/)

https://www.documentary.org/project/knock-down-house
http://calhum.org/funding-opportunities/california-documentary-project/
http://www.calhum.org/grants/california-documentary-project-grant
http://calhum.org/funding-opportunities/california-documentary-project/
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If you have a work-in-progress for a film that features humanities in the state of California, the CalHum CDP Production

grant can range up to $50,000. From CalHum (http://www.calhum.org/grants/california-documentary-project-grant):

CDP Production grants are designed to strengthen the humanities content and approach of documentary

media productions and help propel projects toward completion. Projects must be in the production stage,

have a work-in-progress to submit, and actively involve at least two humanities advisors to help frame and

contextualize subject matter throughout the production process.

Deadline: November 1

EURODOC 2020 (https://eurodoc-net.com/en/programme/objectives)

If you're looking to pitch your documentary to Europe's leading commissioning editors, and you've got the budget for the

participation fee, this networking workshop could be for you. There are scholarships that help offset the fee if your are

from a qualifying country! From  (http://www.eurodoc-net.com/en/prg/participants.php)Eurodoc (https://eurodoc-

net.com/en/programme/objectives):

Throughout the 3 sessions, all of the basic fundamentals of production are covered: from the analysis of

the artistic quality of the project, to reflecting on the relationship between the director and the producer;

from the negotiations for rights clearance to the financing of the development stage; from the transmission

of different production methods and budgeting to the identification of potential partners on an

international level; from the drafting of different co-production agreements to the making of trailers and the

pitching preparation; from the overview on the management of a production company, to the promotion

and distribution (traditional and alternative) of the film once it is finished; from an insight on the

documentary film market landscape to individual meetings with some of the main figures of the

documentary world (commissioning editors, programmers, distributors, curators, producers).

Deadline: October 31

HotDocs Ted Rogers Fund  (http://www.hotdocs.ca/i/hot-docs-ted-rogers-fund)

Canadian documentary filmmakers with docs in production who have commercially released a documentary or fiction film

in Canada are eligible for this fund. From HotDocs (http://www.hotdocs.ca/i/hot-docs-ted-rogers-fund):

http://www.calhum.org/grants/california-documentary-project-grant
https://eurodoc-net.com/en/programme/objectives
http://www.eurodoc-net.com/en/prg/participants.php
https://eurodoc-net.com/en/programme/objectives
http://www.hotdocs.ca/i/hot-docs-ted-rogers-fund
http://www.hotdocs.ca/i/hot-docs-ted-rogers-fund

